Battle Prayers!
Part 4

Jumor Edition
6-22-08

OUR DAILY BREAD




SOMETHING YOU MUST KNOW:

God is perfect. He is Holy. We are all sinners. For all

have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
(Romans 3:23a KJB)

None of us could ever make ourselves perfect or holy to
be accepted by God. But God loves us all so much, that
He gave His only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to go to the
cross and pay the penalty for our sins IN FULL, ONCE
and FOR ALL. Jesus died and rose again. Because of the
Lord Jesus Christ, God can now make us holy and ac-
ceptable to Himself. For Christ also hath once suffered
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us
to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened
by the Spirit. (1 Peter 3:18 KJB)
Jesus Christ is our ONLY WAY to God and heaven.

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

(John 14:6 KJB)
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved. (Acts 16:31 KJB)

Without Jesus Christ, you can NEVER be accepted by
God or go to heaven. When you believe in Jesus Christ
as your Savior, God makes you His child. When you
leave this world, you will spend all of eternity with Him!
But as many as received him to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on
his name. (John 1:12 KJB) While you are still here on
earth, learn His beautiful Word. Believe it and obey it, so
you can enjoy all God has done for you.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom. (Colossians 3:16a KJB)




Last week we met a young Jewish teenager
named Daniel! We learned that Daniel & his family
& all the other Jews who lived in Jerusalem had been
captured by the Babylonian army & taken to Baby-
lon. Then, because Daniel was so intelligent, the
King ordered that he & other young children be
taken away from their families & brought to live in
the king’s palace. King Nebuchadnezzar ordered
that these children be given the king’s kind of food &
drink. He ordered that these children be trained in
the language & ways of the people of Babylon. King
Nebuchadnezzar especially wanted these children to
be trained to obey & worship him rather than God.

But as we learned last week, Daniel made a
bold decision NOT to disobey God no matter WHAT
King Nebuchadnezzar commanded him to do!

K‘\‘ “But Daniel purposed in his heart
xill that he would not defile himself with
the portion of the king’s meat, nor
with the wine which he drank:”
Daniel 1:8a-b KJB

o
Have YOU decided that YOU will OBEY GOD NO
MATTER WHAT! Well, if you HAVE decided that,
God will provide EVERYTHING you need to do it-

just like he did for Daniel! You should read the whole
book of Daniel. As you read it, watch how God provided
EVERYTHING Daniel needed to obey God no matter how
BAD things got! God ALWAYS provided EVERYTHING



for us to obey Him when we truly want to obey Him!

“But my God shall supply all your need ac-
cording to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19 KJB
So NEVER be afraid to obey God, no matter WHAT circum-
stances God allows in your life!  Read the book of Daniel &
you’ll see what God does for those who truly want to obey
Him!

So we see then, that even as a young teenager
living in the enemy’s household, Daniel decided that
he would OBEY GOD! And even though Daniel
was held captive until he was an OLD MAN, Daniel
obeyed God! Daniel was a man who knew that his
PURPQOSE in life was to know, love, OBEY & wor-
ship GOD! Here is something else that is important
to know about Daniel.

Daniel was a

MAN OF PRAYER!

You can read some of Daniel’s prayers &
what he prayed for in Daniel 2:17-23;
Daniel6:10; 9:13-19; Daniel 10
In fact, it was because of Daniel’s PUR-
POSE to OBEY GOD & PRAY that got
Daniel thrown into the LIONS” DEN! Read
Daniel 6! But as we said, God ALWAY'S
provided EVERYTHING that Daniel needed to obey Him -
EVEN IN THE LIONS’ DEN!!!

As you read through Daniel’s prayers, you will see that
1. Daniel’s prayers show us DEFINITELY that there IS a
BATTLE going on between Satan & his followers & God
& His followers.



2. Daniel’s prayers show us that PRAYER is DEFINITEY
part of that BATTLE!

Today we are going to look at one of Daniel’s
prayers & what happened when he prayed this
prayer. Daniel prayed this prayer when he was
about 85 or 90 years old! One day while
Daniel was READING & STUDYING God’s written
Word, Daniel found 2 amazing PROMISES from
God for Israel. Here is the 1st promise:

OR Y .
x & “And this whole land shall be a
/ ™N desolation, and an astonish-
/ ment; and these nations shall
75 | serve the king of Babylon

7 DX\~ seventy years.”
uy ‘t-\‘_) Jeremiah 25:11 KJB
¥ (Imagine that! You have JUST READ
the EXACT WORDS that Daniel READ
over 2500 years ago! God’s Word NEVER CHANGES!)

Now Daniel of course knew that this PROMISE
had ABSOLUTELY come true because he and his
people had been serving the king of Babylon as cap-
tives for almost 70 years by the time Daniel read this

promise. He & all the people of Israel were STILL being
held captive by the Babylonians. Imagine! God allowed
these people to be held captive for almost 70 years! Why?
Because He LOVED them & wanted them to get back to do-
ing the RIGHT things! When God causes or allows us to
have problems it is because He loves us & wants the best for
us! Read Lamentations 3:31-33 KJB. God had told the
people of Israel OVER & OVER again, that they should obey
ONLY HIM because He ALONE knows what is BEST for




them. But the people WOULD NOT LISTEN to God.
They started worshipping pagan gods. They started treating
each other badly. So God sent them into captivity for 70
YEARS so that they would WANT to start obeying Him
again & living the RIGHT WAY toward Him & each other.

Now Daniel knew that this promise from God
had ALREADY been kept. But then, Daniel KEPT
ON READING & STUDYING GOD’S BEAUTI-
FUL WORD FILLED WITH PROMISES! God has
TONS of promises for YOU TOO in His written Word.
Keep on READING IT! And as Daniel kept on read-
ing God’s Word, he then found this WONDERFUL
PROMISE OF HOPE for Israel:

“For thus saith the LORD, That 7~
after seventy years be accom- ® @
plished at Babylon | will visit

you, and perform my good word '
toward you, in causing you to

return to this place.

For | know the thoughts that | think toward
you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and
not of evil, to give you an expected end.

Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go
and pray unto me, and | will hearken unto you.
And ye shall seek me, and find me when ye

shall search for me with all your heart.

And I will be found of you, saith the LORD:
and | will turn away your captivity, and | will
gather you from all the nations, and from all
the places whither | have driven you, saith the
LORD: and I will bring you again into the place




whence | caused you to be carried away cap-
tive.” Jeremiah 29:10-14 KJB

Daniel was SO EXCITED! He had read
God’s Word & found promises of HOPE that the
people of Israel would be allowed to RETURN IN
FREEDOM to their land!  So what did Daniel do
next? Here is what Daniel tells us he did:

“And | set my face unto the LORD
God, to seek by prayer and suppli-
cations (requests) with fasting, and
sackcloth, and ashes:

And | prayed unto the LORD my
God...” Daniel 9:3-4a LKB

After Daniel read those awesome
promises from God, Daniel determined
to ask the Lord to help him understand more of what
he had just read. And then DANIEL PRAYED!
You can read Daniel’s prayer on your own - CARE-
FULLY! You will see that Daniel wanted to UN-
DERSTAND more about what he had read there in
God’s Word so he could pray for the right things for

Israel. Do YOU want to know the right things to pray for
yourself & others? Well, KEEP ON READING your King
James Bible & the Lord will show you what things you
should pray for.

Now RIGHT WHILE Daniel was seeking the
Lord by praying this prayer, something FANTASTIC
happened. Read what Daniel said happened:

“And whiles | was speaking, and praying, and



confessing my sin and the sin of my people Is-
rael, and presenting my supplication (request)
before the LORD my God for the holy mountain
of my God;

Yea, whiles | was speaking in prayer, even the
man Gabriel, whom | had seen in the vision at
the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly,
touched me about the time of the evening
oblation (an offering to God).” Daniel 9:20-21 KJB

While Daniel was speaking to God in prayer, asking
God to help him understand what was going ‘
to happen to Israel, SOMEONE visited
Daniel! Who was this visitor? Daniel said
that it was THE MAN GABRIEL!

It was the ANGEL GABRIEL!

Do you know WHY Daniel called the angel
Gabriel a MAN? Because whenever angel’s appear
to man, the bible says that they look LIKE MEN! You see
angels DO NOT have wings! The Bible says that whenever
angels show themselves to people, they appear as MEN!
While Daniel was praying so hard to the Lord, the
Lord sent the angel Gabriel to visit Daniel. Let’s see

WHY as we read what Gabriel said to Daniel:

“...0 Daniel, | am now come forth to give thee
skill and understanding.

At the beginning of thy supplications the
commandment came forth, and | am come to
show thee; for thou art greatly beloved: there-
fore understand the matter, and consider the
vision.” Daniel 9:22b-23 KJB



The Lord had commanded the angel Gabriel to
bring Daniel the Lord’s answer. And Gabriel came

IMMEDIATELY - right while Daniel was praying!
Remember! The Lord ALREADY knows everything we
will pray because THE LORD KNOWS EVERYTHNG!
Read Matthew 6:8 KJB

Take some time to read all of Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 9:4-
19. Asyou read it, write down what Daniel said about the
Lord, what Daniel said about himself & God’s people & what
Daniel asked the Lord.

Next week we will read about another one of Daniel’s
prayers to the Lord. We will see that something AMAZING
happened when Daniel prayed this prayer. We will see that
this time Daniel did NOT get an answer immediately. He
WAITED for 3 weeks for God to answer that prayer. And
the AMAZING reason for that delay will show us that

#1. There is a spiritual battle going on!

#2. Prayer is part of that battle!

Something to think about:  Why did God send
an angel to bring His answer to Daniel? Why
doesn’t God send angels to tell us His answers to our
prayers today?

Hint:

We have something that was NOT completed in Daniel’s day.
We have something that Daniel did NOT have all of back
then! And today all God’s answers for us are in that
“something”! By the way, God even had Daniel WRITE part
of that “something” so that YOU & | could read it today to
tell us about Daniel & Israel! In fact, YOU just read some of
what God had Daniel write there in the book of Daniel!

What this “something” is, is the answer to those 2 questions
above!!l See if you can FIGURE OUT what it is!
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